HISTORY  OF  THE  NEW  WOULD.                      83
carry it to the sea shore or to a river to wash it, and with-
out any further ado they suckle their children.
Some say that these people were very great thieves, and
that for every little fault their laws inflicted hanging; hut
what could they steal ? They are neither avaricious nor
rich, and what they least prized was gold and silver, since
whoever wished for any could go to the mine and get as
much as they liked, as people do at a spring of water.
Respecting clothing, they all go naked; and as to eatables,
every body gives to whoever goes to his house. And when-
ever they assemble at their festivals, the whole tribe bring
eatables, and they sing and dance till they get drunk and
are tired; and so they freely pass a happy time. I cannot
therefore imagine thieving among them, unless they learned
the art from the first, second, and third inroads of the Span-
iards, when they began to inhabit that country. Would to
the Omnipotent God that temporal riches were respected by
us as they are by them; the Christian name would be
heavenly if avarice were banished.
The grain of these people is commonly called maize, and
came from La Espanola, which island was first discovered
by the Christians; wine is chicJiia ; their boats, canoue ;
swords are macanne / their chiefs are caciques* They do
not prepare the earth for sowing their grain, but making a
small hole they put in three or four grains, and covering
it over suffices ;l each stem produces three or four ears, con-
taining about a hundred grains each. The stems of the
maize are taller than a man, and in some provinces they
harvest twice a year.
The women, molandaie, who grind it, wet a quantity of
this grain the previous evening with cold water, and in the
morning they gradually triturate it between two stones.
1 This is the method in which this species of grain, now so well known
as Indian-corn, is still cultivated. It is the great staple of food in many
parts of the world. - In Italy it is called Grano d'India. (Trans.)